The part of Halifax history | have always found inspiring is
the story of Mackintosh’s Toffees. In 1990 when my Mum
retired | used food colouring to paint her cake as a tin of
Quality Street. As a tutor | worked with students to
create a collage of John Mackintosh using toffee
wrappers.




John Mackintosh died in 1920 at the age of 52 but had built the company to be the biggest
manufacturer of toffees in the world. His son, Harold continued the business and such was its success
that he was able to commission the country’s top illustrators to visual Toffee Town as Halifax was
nicknamed.
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The most famous of
them all, was Heath
Robinson, world famous
for created fantastical
machinery that found
its way into everyday
speech.

Whenever something
looked to have been put
together with tape,
string and anything that
happened to by lying
around someone would
say,

“It’s a bit of a Heath
Robinson!” the most
famous
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Preparing an illustration

| was able to create
a website called
Toffee Town to
celebrate the
history of this local
company and as
well as this | wrote
and illustrated a
book for school
children.

Parts of the story
weren’t
documented at the
time so | had to
use my
imagination



From the Queens Road factory | sketched an outline then

took separate geometric shapes to recreate it.

Then, to create a
logo, | took the
shape of top of the
building to make
one.
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Then came the
planning of the
front and back
cover.

| started by
incorporating
Heath Robinson TorreE
elements as well : AL L
as the Queens
Road factory and _|
other adverting
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Inside the book the factory was also used
as the basis for another illustration.
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