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Safety can mean different things to different people. Child neglect to body shaming 
can put people at risk and make them feel unsafe. Having their home broken into can 
make people scared to leave their property and can leave them feeling vulnerable. 

Having a car stolen can also leave people scared to leave their car parked on the 
street. Worse, though, are the consequences of ‘joy riding’. What might be the        
consequences of an underage, inexperienced driver behind the wheel of a vehicle, 
probably driving over the speed limit? 
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Gang culture 

A gang can come in any form, usually it’s going 
to be made up of like-minded people with the 
same thing in mind… usually not forming a 
choir or a knitting group. 





Homophobic crime has risen, people  
being attacked on buses and even on 
their own doorstep. 

Quad Bikes being driven through   
neighbourhoods have led to fatalities. 

Underage drinking and knife crimes have risen dramatically. 





Every story has a starting point. The image above was originally a poster. It can 
equally be the final panel of a story. 

Create a scenario around this image to tell the reader how the story ended like this. 



Sexual harassment can      
happen to anybody... 

...and anybody can disappear in plain 
view. 

Peer pressure and gang initiations can lead 
to random attacks. 



So, stop and think. Have the images given you food for thought? 

Being safe can be more complicated than you first think. Getting involved with other    
peoples activities can put you at risk. As we said earlier, having your house broken  
into can make you feel unsafe but what if you’re the one doing it ? Why would you ?
What’s going through your mind ?     Is it peer pressure ? 

When you see a  group of young 
men driving around, what goes 
through your mind? 

When you walk towards a group of 
people do you feel safe? 
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I live on an Island at the 
edge of the City.  

Worn away by waves of self 
pity. 

Lonely I live and alone I’ll 
die 

On my desolate island in 
the sky. 



This story was originally sketched out 30 years ago when solvent    
abuse was rife amongst young people, causing many teenage deaths.  

The basis of the story remains relevant as drug related deaths            
are currently on the increase. 













 

Now it’s your turn. 

 

Over the next few weeks and months you will be shown how to :  

Develop specific themes  

Break storylines down  

Look at comic book artists and study their techniques, particularly the work of 

Frank Miller                         and                     Will Eisner 

 

Create storyboards 

Make initial ‘thumbnail’ sketches to develop 

storytelling methods 

Use traditional and computer-generated art 

and design methods  

Create finished artwork and structure finished book and posters  

 

 

 




